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1. On 25 November 1951, Simaan %lansky's srcest was declded  25X1

upon by the FPolitburo of the Czechoslovak Cormunist Party
(composed of Klement Gottwald, Antonln Zapotocky, Viliam
Siroky, Dr. Jaromir Dolansky, Ksrol Bacilek, and Ur. Alexe]
Cepicka). Kolomon losko and Jan Pull, in charge of re-
organizing the Slovak Communist Party, testiflied before

the Politburo aboul dangerous developments 1n Slovakla,
where dissatlsfaction with Prague and the Central
Czechoslovak Government led to subversive agitation for
Slovakia to join the Soviet Unlon direcily as an independent
Soviet Federal Kepublic. Slansky and his frlends were
held responsible for thils subversive agitatlon.,

e On 24 November 1951, Dr. Zdenek lNejedly, lilnlster of , 25X1
lducation, Arts snd sciences, liember.of the Praesldium
of the Central GCommlttee of the Czechoslovak Communist
Perty, and at present the Czech Comsmunist most trusted in
lioseow, was asked by Klement Gottwald lmmediately to
inform Anatol Lavrantiev, the new Soviet G
Awmbassador to Prague, about the intention of the Czechoslovak
sovernment to arvest Slansky. Nejedly was also asked to
point oul to lavrantiev the absolute necessity of bringing
all kinds of subvei-sive azltatlon in Czechoslovakia, howover
intentioned, to an Imuedlate end, as such azitation would
soon leed to the destruction of the trust and friendship
ol the Czech people for Stalin and the HSoviet Unlon., In
the light of such dangerous possibilitiss, the Gzechoslovak
Governmont stated that it could no longer tolerate Slansky's
personal actlvities and asmbitlons.

By

Lt 18 s®

Eii 10-2
Datet ... formd

[ T T
s O

m
Auth.t

Decumant No, —.______QO7 ...

Ne Change In Ciaes [T]

After lonp and repeated consultatlions with Valerisn Zorin, {the
Joviet vepuby ilnister of loreign Affalrs and the H{remilnis °®
supervisor Ior Czechoslovak affairs), Lavrantizy announced
to Nejedly on 26 lovember 1951 that the Sovlet Government,

25 YEAR RE—RE\/IiEW} the grestest reluctance took note of the intention
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of the Czechoslovak Govermment %0 end the crisis of the
Czechoslovek Communlist Party by arresting Deputy Prime Minlster
Rudolf Slansky., The Politburo of the Czechoslovak Communist
Party was asdvised to proceed 1n that case with tne greatest care-
and’ prudence, ' . ' g - .

A%t the insilstence of Dr, Alexe] Ceplcka, Minister of Defense, -
(and the son-in-law of Klement Gottwald) the arrest of Slanaky,
who had already becn held in confinement for several days, was
publicly snnounced early on the morning of 27 November lgglw

Great uncertainty is now reigning in leading Communist circles
in Prague as & result of Slansky's arreat because of the laock

of precise lnformation about the Soviet ettitude toward the
erisls in the Czechoslovak Communist Party, and especlally about
the real Soviet intentlions in that matier. - Prime Minlster
Antonin Zapotocky gave asssursnces about the Sovlet consent to
Slansky's arrést, but in some government circles fear 1s being

. expressed that the struggle between the Gottwald-Zapotoocky
group and the followers of Slapiky may, et any tlme, be used

6o

e

as a pretext by the Soviets to restore order in Czechoslovakis
in the manner most sultable to them, :

Above all, doubta are being expressed openly about the
payéhologieal effect of Slansky's errest on the working class
in Czechoalovekias, already dlsappolnted with t he goverrment's
decision (Nov, 20, 1951) not to grant the traditlonal Christmas
allowance (2«4 weeks® salar¥) thls year, The workers are not
in a moed to asccept Slansky's arrest as e compensation for that

loss, although Slansky as a dictator and a Jew hag not been

popular w th them,

On the aurface iﬁ-would sesm that the present Czechoslovak
Communlst leaders, Gottwald and Zapotocky, have by Slansky's

. arrest concentrated all govermmental power 1in a few reliable
- hends. Welleinformed Czechoslovak Communist circles,,howevari

8.

do not expect that this very rleky action againat Slansky wil
gain for them the support of the working class (already
confused by Dr. Vlado Clementis'! arrest in February, 1951, and -
skeptical of all the purges since) and will not lesasen the ~ -
silent but uncompromising opposition to them by the bourgeosie,
the Catholic Chureh and the peasantry. The ssame circles are
also convinced that the effect of Slansky's arrest will not
help Zapotocky's drive to raise production, on which hils
government's political future, from the Soviet point of view,
exclusively depends. Instead, they belleve that the economle
difficulties now prevailing in Czechoslovakia, and the confusion
in the Party resulting from the meny internal quarrels, will
produce apathy and depression among the workers. New and even
greater dangers to the Gottwald-Zapotocky leadership than those
produced by Slansky's intrigues may thus be expected. .

There is s almost general fear in Prague that 3lansky's arrest
will not solve the problem of Slovak Separatism either ( or

stop the further blackmelling of the Central Government by
Slansky's strongest Slovak exponent, Stefan Bastovansky).
Bastovansky, of Hungarian origin, 1s sitlll a member of the
Central Committee of the Slovak Communist Party and is proposing
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the annexation of Slovskia by the Soviet Union as the only
means to avold an open revolt there., In addition to Bastovansky,
Prague nlso knows that Zdenek Fierlinger, Deputy Prime Minlster
and a member of the Praesidium of the Central Commlittee of

the Czechoslovak Communist Party, krown as a regular informer
of the Soviet Legation in Prague, 1s a supporter of the idea’

of complets absorption of Czechoslovakis by the Soviet Union

as an independent Soviet Fsderal Republic, . New intrigues from
both Bastovansky and Flerlinger are thms expected in Prague;
howsver, it 1s belleved that the Soviet Government possibly
does not fecl that the time is yet ripe.for the immediate .
total Sovietizatlon of Czechoslovakla. Some time 1s atill
needed before total absorption can be ‘achleved. It is assumed
in Prague thet Slansky's arrest, and probebly his trial,:

be tolerated for the time being by the Soviet: Governmen%
suffering 1tself from deep internal divisions, which:result

in 1ts having no consistent polley toward the Satellites.

In casethe present tension in Czechoslovakia 1is aggravated

1% is generally believed in Prague that Gottwald, one of the

founders of the Cominform and a diselple of Lenin, will not
dare to risk open conflict with the Kremlin. ZEvwen his
o8loseat friends are convinced that at the culminatlon of the
struggle, he will finslly submit himself and his government
unconditionally to 8talin's orders as he did in 1947 when he
firat accepted lMarshall Plan ald and later refused it as a result
of Sovieid intervention.

Nevertheless, Communist econcmists in Prague admit that should
the international tension in Eureope diminish during 1952, the
Soviets may use to thelr beneflt the prestige galned in ths
West by the Czechoslovak President Klement Gottwald, who
courageously removed Slansky, an sarrogant representative of
aggressive international Communism. Gotiwald could ther be
used 1n eventual economic negotlations for the revival off
trade between East and West. This belief, howaver, is not
shared by old members of the Czechoslovak Gcmmunis% Party,

© who do not consider Slansky's arrest as only an eplsode in

the internal struggles of the Czechoslovak Communist Party,
but as an event of European significance whioch will soon
involve the fubture fate of Czechoslovakis and probsbly sll
the Soviet satellites. Without regard to the sltuation now
exiating in Yugoslavia, they consider Gottwaldl's victory as
a temporary success that cannot endure, These experienced
Communists accept the ax thorization of Gottwald?’s action

against Slansky as a sign of growing unrest inthe satellit§

countries. Under pressure the Soviets had to modify thelwr
policy boward the satellltes. DBut thls pressure may soon
force the .Soviet Government to decide, elther in favor of
complete absorption of the satellites by the Sovist Union, or
in favor of a fundsmental relezstion of the ties which bind
them today to the Soviets and are endangering their whole
existence.: Slansky's arrest polnts to the urgency of sueh

8 decision, vhich cannot be avoided for longe
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